CLAIMS 



What is claimed: 
1 . A method of delivering a package comprising: 

associating an address with a delivery package, the address identifying a 
specific physical location and differing from addresses of other locations; 

handing the delivery package to a delivery entity, the delivery entity 
utilizing the address associated with the delivery package to seek and find the 
specific physical location identified by the address; 

providing a delivery identifier to a processor of a cryptographic authority 
computer, the delivery identifier identifying a specific enclosure at the specific 
physical location and differing from delivery identifiers of delivery enclosures at 
other locations; 

providing a request time to the processor of a cryptographic authority 
computer, the processor of a cryptographic authority computer generating a 
cryptographic key utilizing the delivery identifier and the request time; and 

providing the cryptographic key to the delivery entity, the delivery entity 
entering the cryptographic key into a processor of a delivery computer, the 
delivery computer decrypting the cryptographic key and causing for a lock on 
the delivery enclosures to be unlocked if the delivery identifier matches a proof 
identifier located in the delivery computer and a difference in time between a 
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proof time, from a clock providing the proof time to the processor of the delivery 
computer, and the request time is less than a selected maximum, unlocking of the 
lock allowing the delivery entity to open a closure member of the enclosure to 
gain access to an internal volume of the enclosure, the delivery entity locating the 
delivery package in the internal volume. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

locating the cryptographic key on the delivery package. 

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising: 

utilizing a client computer to access an order page located on an etailer 
computer; 

utilizing the client computer to order the delivery package, identifying the 
address of the specific physical location and offering payment of an agreed upon 
purchase price of the delivery package; and 

providing the cryptographic key to the etailer computer who ensures that 
the cryptographic key is located on the delivery package. 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the client computer is utilized to provide 
the cryptographic key to the etailer computer. 
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5. The method of claim 4 further comprising: 

utilizing the etailer computer to transmit a first cryptographic key request 
to the client computer; 

utilizing the client computer to provide a second cryptographic key 
request to the processor of cryptographic authority computer; 

utilizing the cryptographic authority computer to transmit the 
cryptographic key to the client computer; and 

utilizing the client computer to transmit the cryptographic key to the 
etailer computer. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein a client operates the client computer to 
transmit the second cryptographic key request to the cryptographic authority 
computer. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the client operates the client computer to 
transmit the cryptographic key to the etailer computer. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the processor of the cryptographic 
authority computer receives the request time from a clock of the cryptographic 
authority computer. 
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9. The method of claim 1 wherein the delivery computer includes a keypad 
and an employee of the delivery entity enters the cryptographic key on the 
keypad. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the processor of the cryptographic 
authority computer encrypts the request time by utilizing the delivery identifier 
as a key and wherein the processor of the delivery computer decrypts the 
cryptographic key utilizing the proof identifier to obtain the request time. 

1 1 . The method of claim 5 wherein the client computer transmits the 
cryptographic key request to the cryptographic authority computer 
automatically upon receiving the cryptographic key request from the etailer 
computer. 

12. The method of claim 11 wherein the client computer transmits the 
cryptographic key to the etailer computer automatically upon receiving of the 
cryptographic key from the cryptographic authority computer. 

13. The method of claim 2 further comprising: 

utilizing the etailer computer to transmit a cryptographic key request to a 
cryptographic authority computer by bypassing the client computer; and 
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utilizing the cryptographic authority computer to transmit the 
cryptographic key to the etailer computer by bypassing the client computer. 

14. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

utilizing a mobile computer of the delivery entity to transmit a 
cryptographic key request to a cryptographic authority computer; and 

utilizing the cryptographic authority computer to transmit the 
cryptographic key to the mobile computer. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the cryptographic key request is 
wirelessly transmitted by the mobile computer. 

16. A method of delivering a package comprising: 

providing a delivery identifier to a processor of a cryptographic authority 
computer, the delivery identifier identifying a specific enclosure at a specific 
physical location and differing from delivery enclosures at other locations; 

providing a request time to the processor of a cryptographic authority 
computer, the processor of a cryptographic authority computer generating a 
cryptographic key utilizing the delivery identifier and the request time; 

locating the cryptographic key on a delivery package; and 
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providing the package to a delivery entity, the delivery entity 
transporting the package to a delivery location and entering the cryptographic 
key into a processor of a delivery computer at the delivery location, the delivery 
computer decrypting the cryptographic key and causing for a lock on the 
delivery enclosures to be unlocked if the delivery identifier matches a proof 
identifier located in the delivery computer and a difference in time between a 
proof time from a clock at the delivery entity and the request time is less than a 
selected maximum, unlocking of the lock allowing the delivery entity to open a 
closure member of the enclosure to gain access to an internal volume of the 
enclosure, the delivery entity locating the delivery package in the internal 
volume. 

17. A method of delivering a package comprising: 

transmitting a delivery identifier from one computer to a processor of a 
cryptographic authority computer, the delivery identifier identifying a specific 
enclosure at a specific physical location and differing from delivery enclosures at 
other locations; 

providing a request time to the processor of a cryptographic authority 
computer, the processor of a cryptographic authority computer generating a 
cryptographic key utilizing the delivery identifier and the request time; and 
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providing the package to a delivery person, the delivery person 
transporting the package to a delivery location and causing the cryptographic 
key to be entered into a processor of a delivery computer at the delivery location, 
the delivery computer decrypting the cryptographic key and causing for a lock 
on the delivery enclosure to be unlocked if the delivery identifier matches a 
proof identifier located in the delivery computer and a difference in time 
between a proof time from a clock at the delivery entity and the request time is 
less than a selected maximum, unlocking of the lock allowing a person to open a 
closure member of the enclosure to gain access to an internal volume of the 
enclosure, the delivery person locating the delivery package in the internal 
volume. 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the person allowed to open the closure 
member is the delivery person. 
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